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Abstract 

 

Islamisasi ilmu pengetahuan adalah proses penggabungan keyakinan Islam 

dengan mata pelajaran akademis modern untuk menghasilkan ilmu 

pengetahuan yang etis dan ilmiah. Proses ini berupaya mencocokkan 

pendidikan dengan keyakinan Islam, menunjukkan bagaimana semua ilmu 

pengetahuan mengarah pada pemahaman yang lebih mendalam tentang 

ciptaan Allah. Meskipun terdapat masalah seperti kesalahpahaman dalam 

komunitas Muslim dan pertentangan dari sistem pendidikan sekuler, IoK 

dapat diadopsi dengan memodifikasi kurikulum, melatih instruktur, dan 

mendorong penelitian yang menggabungkan pengetahuan modern dan Islam. 

Dengan menggunakan pendekatan tinjauan pustaka, kesimpulannya adalah 

bahwa transformasi pendidikan sangat penting bagi Islamisasi ilmu 

pengetahuan. Dengan memberdayakan instruktur, memperkenalkan 

keyakinan Islam ke dalam mata kuliah, dan mendorong penelitian asli, 

lembaga pendidikan dapat menghasilkan generasi yang kompeten secara 

moral dan intelektual. Untuk memastikan bahwa pendidikan menjadi alat 

untuk mengatasi masalah kontemporer sambil menegakkan cita-cita Islam, 

reformasi ini diperlukan untuk menyelaraskan pengejaran ilmu pengetahuan 

dengan akuntabilitas etika dan spiritual sambil juga mengatasi masalah 

global seperti kemiskinan dan keadilan sosial, memastikan bahwa ilmu 

pengetahuan melayani kemanusiaan dan mempromosikan keadilan, 

keberlanjutan, dan kasih sayang. Akhirnya, IoK memberikan solusi terhadap 

tantangan masa kini sekaligus mendorong kemajuan intelektual dan spiritual. 

 

Kata kunci: Islamisasi Ilmu Pengetahuan, Pendidikan Islam, Prinsip-

prinsip Islam 

 

Abstract 

 

The Islamization of knowledge (IoK) is the process of merging Islamic beliefs with modern academic 

subjects to produce knowledge that is both ethical and scientific. It seeks to match education with Islamic 

beliefs, demonstrating how all knowledge leads to a deeper comprehension of Allah's creation. Despite 

problems such as misunderstandings within the Muslim community and opposition from secular education 

systems, IoK can be adopted by modifying curricula, training instructors, and fostering research that 

combines modern and Islamic knowledge. Using the literature review approach, the conclusion is that 

transforming education is critical to the Islamization of knowledge. By empowering instructors, introducing 

Islamic beliefs into courses, and encouraging original research, educational institutions may generate a 

generation that is both morally and intellectually competent. To ensure that education becomes a tool for 

addressing contemporary concerns while upholding Islamic ideals, this reform is required to align the 

pursuit of knowledge with ethical and spiritual accountability while also addressing global issues such as 

poverty and social justice, ensuring that knowledge serves humanity and promotes fairness, sustainability, 
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and compassion. Finally, IoK provides a solution to today's challenges while encouraging intellectual and 

spiritual progress. 

 

Keywords: Islamization of Knowledge, Islamic Education, Islamic principles 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In today’s rapidly evolving world, the pursuit of knowledge has become an essential 

endeavor for individuals, societies, and nations. Knowledge is defined as the information, 

understanding, or skills acquired through education or experience. It plays a pivotal role in human 

cognition and culture, serving as the foundation for creativity, problem-solving, decision-making, 

and the growth of intellectual capital (Khowaja et al., 2024). As technological advancements and 

modernity reshape the global landscape, they also drive significant transformations in academic 

institutions, research methodologies, and educational systems. 

Despite these advancements, scholars, particularly within the Muslim world, have 

expressed concerns about the prevailing global educational narrative. Many argue that it requires 

a fundamental review and realignment to reflect Islamic values. The disconnect between 

contemporary educational systems and Islamic principles has led to a growing intellectual 

movement aimed at bridging this gap. This movement seeks to ensure that knowledge production 

and dissemination are not only scientifically rigorous but also grounded in moral and ethical 

frameworks inspired by Islamic teachings. 

The "Islamization of Knowledge" is an intellectual initiative that aims to integrate Islamic 

principles and perspectives into various academic disciplines. This approach strives to harmonize 

the worldview, values, and ethics of Islam with fields such as the humanities, social sciences, and 

natural sciences (Dzilo, 2012). It is not merely a superficial application of Islamic terminology but 

involves a deeper process of restructuring knowledge systems to align with Islamic vision and 

principles. 

The process of Islamizing knowledge involves reorganizing information, rethinking 

arguments and justifications, reevaluating conclusions, and reinterpreting findings. It also includes 

formulating predictions and plans based on observations and existing data. The ultimate goal is to 

make academic fields more transparent to the Islamic worldview while ensuring that they 

contribute to achieving broader spiritual, moral, and intellectual objectives (Samsuri et al., 2024). 

By integrating Islamic ethics into the pursuit of knowledge, this movement aims to foster a 

balanced and comprehensive understanding of the world that benefits humanity. 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. Understanding Islamization of Knowledge 

The term "Islamization of knowledge" refers to the process of integrating Islamic ethical 

principles and worldview into various fields of knowledge. It emphasizes incorporating Islamic 

ethics, values, and perspectives into scholarly research to bridge the gap between traditional 

Islamic philosophy and modern understanding (Khowaja et al., 2024). Rather than merely 

superimposing Islamic terminology onto existing knowledge, the Islamization of knowledge 

seeks to reorganize and rethink knowledge in a way that aligns with Islamic principles. The 
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goal is to establish an epistemological framework in which all knowledge is understood as 

originating from Allah (God), promoting human happiness, justice, and moral integrity. 

This concept emerged in response to the secularization of education that followed the 

colonial period. During colonization, many Muslim-majority regions saw their traditional 

educational systems replaced with Western secular models. These models often marginalized 

or overlooked Islamic intellectual traditions, leading to a disconnection between education and 

Islamic values. In response, the Islamization of knowledge aims to recover and reinterpret these 

traditions, reintroducing Islamic perspectives in a way that addresses contemporary issues while 

maintaining spiritual and ethical relevance. 

The Islamization of knowledge is viewed as an intellectual and methodological 

perspective, rather than a new academic discipline, ideology, or sect. It seeks to bridge the 

divide between traditional Islamic thought and modern scientific and academic frameworks 

(Hossain et al., 2022). By reintroducing Islamic perspectives, this approach aims to restore the 

relevance of Islamic intellectual traditions and provide a moral and ethical foundation for 

contemporary knowledge production. 

Islamization of knowledge is not a singular or monolithic concept (Chamben, 1982). It 

encompasses a variety of approaches within the Islamic intellectual heritage, addressing 

contemporary global thought through metaphysical, epistemological, ethical, and 

methodological principles. These approaches are designed to address the current challenges in 

the field of knowledge, ensuring that knowledge production aligns with Islamic values and 

principles, thus providing a holistic and ethically grounded framework for understanding the 

world. 

Ultimately, the Islamization of knowledge aims to create a comprehensive approach to 

knowledge that integrates faith and reason, ensuring that intellectual endeavors contribute to 

the greater good of society while staying deeply rooted in Islamic teachings. By harmonizing 

traditional Islamic philosophy with modern academic thought, the Islamization of knowledge 

seeks to foster an education system that is both scientifically rigorous and ethically sound. 

2. Historical Roots of Islamic Knowledge 

Islamic culture made significant strides during the Golden Age, particularly in fields 

such as astronomy, medicine, mathematics, philosophy, and the social sciences, positioning it 

as a model of intellectual advancement. Scholars like Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina (Avicenna), Al-Razi, 

and Ibn Khaldun not only preserved the knowledge of previous civilizations but also made 

groundbreaking contributions to the development of these disciplines (Dzilo, 2012). Their work 

reflected a holistic approach to learning, emphasizing moral values and an understanding of the 

interconnectedness of all forms of knowledge. These scholars set a precedent for integrating 

reason with religion, demonstrating that intellectual pursuits could coexist with moral 

principles. 

The mid-20th century witnessed a shift in the debates surrounding Islamic philosophy. 

Previously referred to as "Arabic philosophy" or "Muslim philosophy," the term "Islamic 

philosophy" was coined by figures like Mustafa Abdurraziq, Ibrahim Madkour, and Henry 
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Corbin (Dzilo, 2012). This new term emphasized the foundational role of Islamic ideals and 

beliefs in shaping philosophical thought within Islamic civilization. As a result, the broader 

concept of "Islamic knowledge" emerged as a central topic of discussion, highlighting the 

interconnections between various fields of study within the context of Islamic philosophy. 

Islamic thought has historically rejected the division between sacred and secular 

knowledge, advocating for the unity of knowledge. Muslims view all forms of knowledge—

whether social, philosophical, or scientific—as part of a greater reality. This perspective stems 

from the belief that any exploration of the natural world, human nature, or abstract concepts 

ultimately leads to a deeper understanding of Allah's wisdom and creation. According to Nasr 

(2001), knowledge is not merely a tool for worldly success; it is a means of strengthening faith, 

promoting moral growth, and benefiting society as a whole. 

The concept of Islamization of Knowledge seeks to revive this integrated approach to 

learning. Al-Faruqi (1982) emphasized the importance of aligning the pursuit of knowledge 

with Islamic values, ensuring that academic endeavors are both rigorous and ethically sound, 

as well as stated in (Djamdjuri, Mujahidin, Retnowati, & Halim, 2022). This process involves 

critically analyzing modern knowledge systems, adapting them to Islamic principles, and 

addressing the ethical and spiritual dimensions that are often overlooked in secular frameworks. 

The goal of this approach is to create a comprehensive intellectual heritage that benefits 

humanity while remaining firmly grounded in Islamic teachings. 

Al-Attas (1978) further articulated that the Islamization of knowledge reflects the unity 

and purpose inherent in Allah's creation. Real knowledge, in this paradigm, is seen as both a 

gift and a responsibility. It is meant to contribute to the betterment of individuals and society, 

ensuring that intellectual pursuits align with the greater good and adhere to the moral and 

spiritual guidance provided by Islam. Through this process, the Islamization of knowledge aims 

to cultivate a balanced and ethically driven intellectual tradition. 

3. The Challenges of Knowledge Islamization 

Despite its significance, the Islamization of knowledge faces numerous challenges. One 

of the major obstacles is the intellectual opposition to incorporating Islamic ideas into modern 

academic systems. A prevalent view, particularly in Western contexts, is that religion and 

science are fundamentally incompatible. This perspective holds that the introduction of 

religious principles into scientific research threatens its impartiality and objectivity. According 

to Nasr (2001), this belief fuels the argument that the Islamization of knowledge undermines 

the integrity of scientific inquiry, as it is often perceived as introducing bias or subjectivity. 

Interestingly, the resistance to the Islamization of knowledge is not confined to external 

forces. It also arises from within the Muslim community itself. Al-Attas (1978) points out that 

one of the most significant challenges in advancing the concept of Islamization comes from 

Muslims who are hesitant to support it. This reluctance often stems from a lack of deep 

understanding of their own religious teachings. Many Muslims struggle to fully grasp the 

significance of integrating Islamic values into intellectual and academic endeavors, which 

weakens their ability to appreciate the potential benefits of such integration. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

284 

JICN: Jurnal Intelek dan Cendikiawan Nusantara

https://jicnusantara.com/index.php/jicn  

Vol : 2 No: 1, Februari - Maret 2025  

E-ISSN : 3046-4560 

Chamben (1982) explains that this limited understanding of Islamic teachings 

contributes to a lack of enthusiasm for the Islamization of knowledge within the Muslim 

community. As a result, the effort to introduce Islamic principles into academic systems faces 

resistance not only from external intellectual circles but also from within the Muslim population 

itself. This internal challenge further complicates the progress of Islamization initiatives, as it 

becomes difficult to build widespread support for the concept. 

Proponents of the Islamization of knowledge argue that addressing these internal and 

external challenges can lead to a more robust intellectual tradition. They assert that by 

integrating ethical and spiritual components into modern knowledge systems, rather than 

undermining scientific objectivity, the Islamization of knowledge actually enhances it. 

According to Ulfatun (2023), this kind of integration strengthens the moral and intellectual 

foundations of knowledge, ensuring that academic inquiry remains grounded in values that 

promote human well-being and societal progress. 

In essence, the Islamization of knowledge seeks to bridge the gap between faith and 

reason, arguing that both can coexist harmoniously. By overcoming internal resistance and 

external skepticism, this initiative aims to offer a more holistic approach to knowledge, one that 

is not only scientifically rigorous but also ethically and spiritually informed. 

A further challenge in the Islamization of knowledge lies in designing curricula that 

integrate Islamic principles while remaining relevant to the demands of contemporary science 

and technology. Modern intellectual developments must be critically examined through an 

Islamic lens, not with the intention of reverting to antiquated medieval Islamic scholarship, but 

to create a framework that balances tradition and modernity. Ulfatun (2023) emphasizes that 

this approach requires the application of Islamic principles in a way that supports, rather than 

hinders, the advancement of modern knowledge. 

But there are many obstacles in the way of this ideal, especially in institutions of higher 

learning. Despite being supposed to spearhead the Islamization of Knowledge movement, 

Islamic universities are frequently enmeshed in pragmatism. According to Al-Attas (1978), 

many have shifted their primary focus to satisfying practical and industrial demands rather than 

acting as hubs for the advancement of philosophical and scientific concepts. As a result of this 

change, some Islamic universities have become little more than labor market training grounds, 

losing their ability to promote the comprehensive view of knowledge based on Islamic 

principles and their position as centers of intellectual innovation. 

The Islamization of knowledge is also extremely difficult to implement in many 

Muslim-majority nations because of inadequate infrastructure, educational resources, and 

access to cutting-edge research instruments. According to Nasr (2001), these limitations 

severely impair educational institutions' capacity to create and implement curricula that 

successfully combine Islamic principles with modern knowledge. The ability to conduct 

significant research and innovation is limited in the absence of access to state-of-the-art labs, 

libraries, digital resources, and cutting-edge technologies. 

Moreover, these constraints encompass deficiencies in intellectual ability and 

proficiency in addition to material resources. The issue is made worse by a dearth of trained 
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academics and instructors who are knowledgeable about both contemporary scientific 

discoveries and Islamic principles (Ulfatun, 2023). Producing graduates who can exemplify and 

implement the principles of Islamization in academic and practical contexts is further hampered 

by the lack of interdisciplinary approaches in teaching and research. 

4. Reforming Education for Knowledge Islamization 

a. The Need for Educational Reform in Muslim-Majority Countries 

Implementing a thorough reform of educational systems in nations with a majority of 

Muslims is crucial to the realization of the Islamization of knowledge. For this reform to be 

in line with Islamic principles, it must go beyond surface-level adjustments and address the 

content and structure of education. A crucial first step in making sure that education is based 

on the moral and spiritual aspects of Islam is the incorporation of Islamic values into current 

curricula (Lahdili, 2013). But the reform needs to go beyond curriculum design and create 

an atmosphere that promotes ethical inquiry, interdisciplinary cooperation, and critical 

thinking. With this method, students are guaranteed to learn how to deal with contemporary 

issues while maintaining their religious beliefs (Al-Attas, 1978). 

b. Balancing Faith and Reason in Education 

Students should be taught to see the world through an Islamic perspective in a reformed 

educational system that emphasizes the coexistence of faith and reason. This viewpoint 

highlights the complementary nature of religion and modern knowledge, challenging the 

frequently held belief that they are mutually exclusive (Nasr, 2001). Islamic epistemology 

offers a framework for comprehending and resolving current issues by combining revealed 

knowledge (naqli) with rational knowledge (aqli). Students can cultivate a holistic 

worldview that strikes a balance between intellectual pursuits and spiritual values by 

incorporating this viewpoint into their education (Rufai, 2016). 

c. Empowering Educators for Ethical Application 

An important part of this change is played by educators. They ought to have a thorough 

awareness of Islamic ethical principles in addition to technical proficiency in their 

specialized fields. With the help of this dual competency, educators can help students apply 

Islamic principles to contemporary problems, encouraging a sense of moral accountability 

(Kamali, 2002). Therefore, Islamic ethics and their application to modern issues should be 

covered in teacher training programs to ensure that educators are role models of integrated 

knowledge. 

d. Encouraging Original Research and Intellectual Creativity 

Educational institutions must place a high priority on original research based on 

Islamic principles in order to address the particular difficulties that the Muslim world faces. 

The goal of this research should be to advance global knowledge while addressing urgent 

problems in domains like social justice, technology, and economics (Al-Faruqi, 1982). When 

moral responsibility and intellectual creativity are combined, the knowledge generated 

benefits all of humanity. Islamic finance models, for example, provide moral substitutes for 
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traditional banking, demonstrating how Islamic values can be applied to global issues (Rufai, 

2016) 

To put it briefly, the Islamization of knowledge depends on a revised educational 

system that incorporates Islamic values, promotes ethical inquiry, and cultivates critical 

thinking. Muslim-majority nations can develop an educational system that not only tackles 

regional issues but also advances the intellectual landscape globally by empowering teachers 

and encouraging original research (Al-Attas, 1978). This vision guarantees that education 

becomes a tool for intellectual and spiritual development, which is consistent with the larger 

Islamic principle of seeking knowledge for the benefit of humanity. 

5. The Global Relevance of Knowledge Islamization 

The Islamization of knowledge has wider ramifications for the production of knowledge 

worldwide and is not just an inward-looking endeavor for the Muslim world. The Islamization 

of knowledge provides a model that combines intellectual progression with moral and spiritual 

responsibility in a time when scientific and technological breakthroughs frequently take place 

without sufficient ethical monitoring (Al-Faruqi, 1982). The prevailing paradigm of value-

neutral knowledge, which usually ignores the moral and societal ramifications of scientific and 

technical advancements, is challenged by this method. The Islamization process aims to 

guarantee that advances are not only scientifically sound but also socially just and spiritually 

enlightening by establishing knowledge in ethical principles drawn from Islamic teachings. 

Rapid developments in disciplines like biotechnology, environmental science, and 

artificial intelligence often occur in modern times without a clear ethical framework. By 

highlighting the incorporation of moral principles into the quest for knowledge advancement, 

the Islamization of knowledge can close this gap (Al-Attas, 1978). This viewpoint supports a 

well-rounded strategy in which knowledge promotes human welfare and prevents harm, which 

is consistent with the Islamic idea of maslahah (public benefit). The process of Islamization 

promotes an approach that places a higher priority on justice, equity, and the common good by 

integrating moral responsibility into the fabric of knowledge production. 

Islamic knowledge systems offer distinctive viewpoints that highlight the 

interdependence of all creation in a worldwide world confronting interrelated issues including 

poverty, social injustice, and climate change. The Qur'anic perspective emphasizes people's 

moral obligations to the environment and to each other, providing a comprehensive framework 

for dealing with these problems (Nasr, 2001). For example, the moral obligation to preserve 

natural resources and guarantee sustainability for future generations is emphasized in Islamic 

teachings on environmental stewardship (khalifah). In a similar vein, Islamic finance's 

economic justice tenets support fair wealth distribution and provide remedies for injustice and 

poverty worldwide. 

Therefore, a more compassionate and all-encompassing approach to global concerns 

may be facilitated by the Islamization of knowledge. Humanity as a whole as well as Muslim 

civilizations can gain from the integration of intellectual inquiry and ethical accountability 

(Rufai, 2016). This approach fosters a worldview in which knowledge is a tool for achieving 

spiritual development, social harmony, and global well-being rather than an aim in and of itself. 
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Therefore, the process of Islamization provides a revolutionary perspective for tackling today's 

issues in a way that upholds the sanctity of creation and the dignity of every person. 

The Islamization of knowledge can help close the gap between ethics and science by 

integrating moral obligation into intellectual endeavors and establishing knowledge in ethical 

principles. Its applicability outside of the Muslim world is demonstrated by its capacity to 

address global issues including social injustice, poverty, and environmental degradation 

(Kamali, 2002). This method serves as a reminder that knowledge may be a potent instrument 

for promoting a more just and compassionate global community when it is informed by faith 

and reason. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Islamization of knowledge offers a revolutionary method for fusing contemporary 

academic pursuits with Islamic ideals. In an effort to solve current issues while upholding moral 

and spiritual integrity, it places a strong emphasis on the integration of reason and faith. The goal 

of this method is to apply the Islamic intellectual tradition—which holds that all knowledge is 

interrelated and comes from Allah—to contemporary international issues. Nevertheless, there are 

obstacles in the way of realizing this goal. Significant challenges include internal 

misunderstandings within the Muslim community, opposition from secular academic systems, and 

a lack of resources in many nations with a majority of Muslims. To overcome these obstacles, a 

balanced and all-encompassing intellectual framework must be created through critical 

engagement with both contemporary knowledge systems and Islamic principles. 

Reforming education is essential to the Islamization of knowledge. Educational institutions 

may produce a generation that is both morally and intellectually sound by empowering teachers, 

incorporating Islamic values into courses, and promoting unique research. In order to ensure that 

education becomes a tool for solving contemporary concerns while upholding Islamic ideals, this 

reform is necessary to bring the quest of knowledge into line with ethical and spiritual 

accountability. Globally, the Islamization of knowledge provides a framework for tackling urgent 

problems like social injustice, poverty, and environmental degradation by bridging the gap 

between ethics and science. It advances the notion that science ought to benefit humanity by 

promoting sustainability, justice, and compassion. The Islamization of knowledge helps to create 

a more equitable and peaceful world community by bringing intellectual pursuits into line with 

moral obligations. 

In short, the Islamization of knowledge reinforces the idea that genuine knowledge is a 

duty and a gift from God. Under the guidance of Islamic principles, it can create a balanced and 

significant approach to tackling the intricacies of the contemporary world while also advancing 

social justice, human welfare, and intellectual and spiritual development. 

 

REFERENCES 

Al-Attas, M. Naguib. (1978). Islām and secularism. International Institute of Islamic Thought and 

Civilization. 

Al-Faruqi, I. R. (1982). Islamization Of Knowledge General Principles and Work Plan. 

Chamben, R. L. (1982). Islam & Modernity. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

288 

JICN: Jurnal Intelek dan Cendikiawan Nusantara

https://jicnusantara.com/index.php/jicn  

Vol : 2 No: 1, Februari - Maret 2025  

E-ISSN : 3046-4560 

Djamdjuri, D. S., Mujahidin, E., Retnowati, N., & Halim, A. (2022). Incorporating Character 

Education in ELT through Islamic Teaching Materials. Edukasi Islami: Jurnal Pendidikan 

Islam, VOL: 11/NO: 03 Oktober 2022 P-ISSN: 2614-4018. 

Dzilo, H. (2012). The concept of “Islamization of knowledge” and its philosophical implications. 

Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, 23(3), 247–256. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09596410.2012.676779 

Hossain, M. M., Abdullah, L. H., Hoque, M. T., & Roslee, M. I. Bin. (2022). The Methodology of 

Islamization of Knowledge: A Conceptual Study. International Journal of Islamic Business 

& Management, 9–18. https://doi.org/10.46281/ijibm.v6i1.1897 

Kamali, M. H. (2002). Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence ~ Kamali Principles of Islamic 

Jurisprudence. 

Khowaja, J., Hamdard, J., Junaid, I., & Khowaja, A. (2024). Ismail Raji Al-Faruqi’s Islamization 

of Knowledge: A Critical Analysis. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379079164 

Lahdili, N. (2013). Islamization of Knowledge: General Principles and Work Plan, by Ismail al-

Faruqi. BOOK REVIEW. https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.30662.63046 

Nasr, S. H. (2001). Islamization of Knowlegde. 

Rufai, S. A. (2016). The Challenge of Curriculum Integration for Islamic Universities: Setting the 

Principles of Curriculum Integration. IIUM JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL STUDIES, 4, 

1. 

Samsuri, M., Tengku Paris, T. N. S., Mazlan, S. A., Mohd Ismath, N. H., Kembaren, M. M., & Br 

Kembaren, F. R. W. (2024). Exploring the Concept of Islamization of Knowledge from 

Scholarly Perspectives. Journal of ASIAN Behavioural Studies, 9(28), 53–65. 

https://doi.org/10.21834/jabs.v9i28.447 

Ulfatun, W. N. (2023). Islamization of Knowledge and Its Challenge. In Society and Humanity 

(Vol. 01, Issue 01). 

  


