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Abstract 

 

This research focuses on the importance of English pronunciation in language 

teaching, particularly for students using English as a foreign language. The 

study highlights the significance of accurate pronunciation in language 

interpretation and communication, emphasizing the impact of 

mispronunciation on language comprehension. With the advancement of 

technology in the Society 4.0 era, the use of pronunciation software, such as 

the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA), has become a valuable tool 

for improving students' pronunciation skills. The ELSA application utilizes 

speech recognition technology to detect and correct pronunciation errors, 

providing interactive feedback to enhance students' pronunciation abilities. By 

incorporating AI-based learning through ELSA Speak, this research aims to 

enhance students' pronunciation proficiency and promote effective language 

learning strategies. 
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Abstrak 

 

Penelitian ini berfokus pada pentingnya pengucapan bahasa Inggris dalam pengajaran bahasa, khususnya 

bagi siswa yang menggunakan bahasa Inggris sebagai bahasa asing. Studi ini menyoroti pentingnya 

pengucapan yang akurat dalam interpretasi dan komunikasi bahasa, serta menekankan dampak kesalahan 

pengucapan pada pemahaman bahasa. Dengan kemajuan teknologi di era Society 4.0, penggunaan perangkat 

lunak pengucapan, seperti English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA), telah menjadi alat yang berharga 

untuk meningkatkan keterampilan pengucapan siswa. Aplikasi ELSA memanfaatkan teknologi pengenalan 

suara untuk mendeteksi dan memperbaiki kesalahan pengucapan, memberikan umpan balik interaktif untuk 

meningkatkan kemampuan pengucapan siswa. Dengan menggabungkan pembelajaran berbasis AI melalui 

ELSA Speak, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk meningkatkan kemahiran pengucapan siswa dan mendorong 

strategi pembelajaran bahasa yang efektif. 

 

Kata Kunci: pengucapan bahasa Inggris, siswa EFL, perangkat lunak pengucapan 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Pronounciation is one of the important skills in Engish language teaching that affects 

students' ability which is related to production and reception of sounds that are different from each 
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other through speech as the meaning of language interpretation (Stevani & Ginting, 2022). The 

significance of English pronounciation because mispronouncing vowels or consonan, leading to 

erroneus interpretations. Must be able to distinguish between the different pronounciation. 

Pronounciation is fundamental talent in English that is crucial for the development of speaking, 

listening, and speaking abilities in the language. By learning pronounciation, you will know how to 

pronounce a word correctly (Cаkmak, 2019). 

Everyone knows that Indonesia is one of the many countries that use English as a foreign 

language. Student who use EFL (English Foreign language) or English as a foreign language most 

often experience difficulties in learning English. Native English Speakars do not use the same 

language that students use in their daily lives. This makes it difficult for all students to pronounce 

all English vocabulary. Actually, students find it easier to speak in Indonesian or local languages 

than having to speak in English. 

This is due to the influence of Indonesian as their mother tongue since birth. 

In the Society 4.0 era, learning resources do not only come from teachers and books; digital 

technology can also be used as a learning rescurce. Technology plays an important role in facitating 

communication with classmates and teachers and also as a tool to promote the teaching and learning 

process (Kholis, 2021). Pronounciation software is one of the technologies that can be used to learn 

pronounciation. Pronounciation software is a way in which a specific language or word or sound is 

spoken through software as a medium that combines all commands for information processing and 

serves as an interactive medium (Sarmita & Aminullah, 2019). Vu Van founded English Language 

Speech Assistant (ELSA) software in 2015. The company is located in San Franciso, California, 

USA. ELSA Speak uses speech synthesis that focuses on teaching vocabulary and grammar 

(Muamar, 2022). With the help of speech recognition technology, ELSA users can refine and 

improve students English pronounciation by detecting more than 95% of pronounciation errors by 

its user (Luu et al., 2021). Users can also get follow-up comments to correct their pronounciation, 

ranging from practicing pronounciation to words and Phrase that users need (Tran, 2019). 

The way the ELSA application works is as follows: students are asked to download the 

ELSA app on the playstore. Then, they are asked to log in with their active e-mail. After that, several 

menu options will appear, and students are asked to select the improve pronounciation" menu. After 

selecting this menu, Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, Day 5, Day 6, and Day 7 to final will appear. first, 

learners are asked to star practicing Day 1. Then Vocabulary will appear that students must follow 

using a recording system or voice recording. When they pronounce correctly, the word Excellent 

will appear, while when they pronounce incorrectly, the word Try Again will appear. In addition, 

there will be a phonetic writing guide to help students read. Based on the description above, This 

research focuses on using ELSA Speak an AI-Based learning to improve students’ pronounce 

ability. 

 

Literature Review 

The English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) app is an English pronunciation tool that 

assists you in speaking English with confidence and clarity. This is made clear in the detail of the 

Elsa application's detail information. More than 10 million individuals have learned how to 

pronounce words in English by using ELSA's artificially intelligent speech recognition technology, 

which has won multiple awards. 
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An app called ELSA (English Language Speech Assistant) talk is available for download on 

a smartphone through the playstore. The English Language Speech Assistant, or ELSA, helps 

English language learners practice speaking the language correctly. English language learners can 

also benefit from studying the language for ESL classes, the TOEFL, the TOEIC, and the IELTS 

exams. Acquire knowledge of basic English vocabulary and expressions. For the sake of your career 

advancement, practice English relevant to your field. Speak in ELSA (English Language Speech 

Assistant) turns into a learning tool. 

English Language Speech Assistant, or ELSA, turns into a tool for learning the language 

with an AI speech coach. AI will choose the classes that will help you sound like a native speaker. 

Practice from more than 1.600 lessons that cover more than 40 themes and all English sounds. Use 

the English dictionary provided by ELSA to search up terms and practice pronouncing them. By 

doing so, you'll be able to compare your performance to that of a native speaker and get feedback 

on how to get better. 

There are a few steps involved in the implementation of this research in order to utilize 

ELSA Speak as an application to learn how to speak English. 

1. Students use the app store on their smartphones to download and install the ELSA (English 

Language Speech Assistant) Speak application. 

2. After opening it, students navigate to the menu for real-life communication. There are several 

conversational lessons that can be selected from a real-life communication menu. The students 

select lesson 2 (do you think it's vital for people to study other languages?) for this practice 

portion. Lesson 2 was selected because it speaks to the fundamental skill (asking and providing 

thoughtful feedback) that arises in the course and causes issues for the students. 

3. A dialogue form that seems like it comes from the application's AI software is included in 

lesson 2. Before attempting to mimic the sound, the pupils might first evaluate their 

pronunciation. 

4. Following that, pupils practice conversing with the AI of the ELSA (English Language Speech 

Assistant) talk program. The writer intends to monitor and compare the performance of the 

students both before and after they utilize the ELSA (English Language Speech Assistant) talk 

application.  

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This research utilized a quantitative methodology with quasi-experimental research design 

to measure the effectiveness of using ELSA Speak, an AI-based learning tool, in improving 

students' pronunciation ability. The research design involved pre-test and post-test assessments to 

compare the pronunciation ability of students before and after using the ELSA Speak application 

which was done during the writers having a teaching practice in State Islamic Highschool (MAN) 

Pagaralam within 3 months. 

The participants were 40 students from two classes of grade XI. XI IPA 1 consist of 20 

students as experimental group and XI IPA 2 are also consisted of 20 students as control group. 

Both group was treated differently and given the same instrument for the pretest and post-test. The 

test consists of 20 items. 
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Table 1. Participants. 

Group Class Number of Students 

Experim

ent  

XI IPA 1 20 

Control XI IPA 2 20 

  

RESULT AND DISCUSSION: 

The research focuses on using ELSA Speak, an AI-based learning tool, to improve students' 

pronunciation ability. ELSA Speak is a software founded by Vu Van in 2015, located in San 

Francisco, California, USA. It uses speech synthesis to focus on teaching vocabulary and grammar, 

and with the help of speech recognition technology, it can detect more than 95% of pronunciation 

errors made by users. 

The way the ELSA application works is by asking students to download the app from the 

Play Store, log in with their active email, and select the "improve pronunciation" menu. They will 

then be guided through daily practice sessions where they are required to pronounce words correctly 

using a recording system. Feedback such as "Excellent" or "Try Again" will be given based on their 

pronunciation, and there will also be a phonetic writing guide to assist them in reading. 

the importance of English pronunciation in language teaching, particularly for students using 

English as a foreign language, is highlighted. The study emphasizes the significance of accurate 

pronunciation in language interpretation and communication, as mispronunciation can impact 

language comprehension. With the advancement of technology in the Society 4.0 era, pronunciation 

software such as the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) has become a valuable tool for 

improving students' pronunciation skills. The ELSA application utilizes speech recognition 

technology to detect and correct pronunciation errors, providing interactive feedback to enhance 

students' pronunciation abilities. By incorporating AI-based learning through ELSA Speak, the 

research aims to enhance students' pronunciation proficiency and promote effective language 

learning strategies. 

In the literature review, it is mentioned that the ELSA app is an English pronunciation tool 

that assists users in speaking English with confidence and clarity. More than 10 million individuals 

have learned how to pronounce words in English using ELSA's artificially intelligent speech 

recognition technology. The app provides lessons covering various themes and English sounds, 

allowing users to practice and improve their pronunciation skills. 

The research method utilized a quantitative methodology with a quasi-experimental research 

design to measure the effectiveness of using ELSA Speak in improving students' pronunciation 

ability. Pre-test and post-test assessments were conducted on 40 students from two classes of grade 

XI, with one class as the experimental group and the other as the control group. The results of the 

study aimed to compare the pronunciation ability of students before and after using the ELSA Speak 

application. 

 

Result: 

Based on the information provided, it is evident that ELSA Speak is an effective AI-based 

learning tool for improving students' pronunciation skills in English. The use of speech recognition 
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technology allows for real-time feedback on pronunciation errors, enabling students to practice and 

refine their speaking abilities. This structured approach to practicing pronunciation can greatly 

benefit students learning English as a foreign language. 

Discussion: 

ELSA Speak provides a personalized learning experience for students, as it tailors feedback 

to individual pronunciation errors. This allows students to focus on specific areas of improvement 

and track their progress over time. By using ELSA Speak, students can enhance their pronunciation 

skills in a more efficient and effective manner compared to traditional methods of language 

learning. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of AI-based learning through ELSA Speak offers a unique 

opportunity for students to receive immediate feedback and guidance on their pronunciation. This 

interactive approach not only helps students correct their pronunciation errors but also boosts their 

confidence in speaking English. The ability to practice pronunciation through the app's daily 

sessions and receive feedback such as "Excellent" or "Try Again" provides a supportive learning 

environment for students to improve their language skills. 

Moreover, the research design involving pre-test and post-test assessments with 

experimental and control groups allows for a comprehensive evaluation of the effectiveness of 

ELSA Speak in improving students' pronunciation abilities. By comparing the results of both groups 

before and after using the application, the study can provide valuable insights into the impact of AI-

based learning on language proficiency. 

In conclusion, ELSA Speak emerges as a valuable tool for students seeking to enhance their 

pronunciation skills in English. The combination of speech recognition technology, personalized 

feedback, and structured practice sessions offers a holistic approach to language learning. By 

utilizing ELSA Speak, students can not only improve their pronunciation but also develop effective 

language learning strategies that promote overall language proficiency. 

Overall, the research findings highlight the importance of incorporating technology, such as 

ELSA Speak, in language teaching to enhance students' language skills and promote effective 

communication. The use of AI-based learning tools can revolutionize the way students learn and 

practice pronunciation, ultimately leading to improved language proficiency and confidence in 

speaking English. 

 

CONCLUTION 

ELSA Speak is an AI-based learning tool that focuses on improving students' pronunciation 

skills in English. The application uses speech recognition technology to detect pronunciation errors 

and provide feedback to users. By practicing with the app, students can refine their pronunciation 

and receive guidance on how to correctly pronounce words and phrases. 

The research focuses on using ELSA Speak, an AI-based learning tool, to improve students' 

pronunciation ability. ELSA Speak is a software founded by Vu Van in 2015, located in San 

Francisco, California, USA. It uses speech synthesis to focus on teaching vocabulary and grammar, 

and with the help of speech recognition technology, it can detect more than 95% of pronunciation 

errors made by users. 
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The way the ELSA application works is by asking students to download the app from the 

Play Store, log in with their active email, and select the "improve pronunciation" menu. They will 

then be guided through daily practice sessions where they are required to pronounce words correctly 

using a recording system. Feedback such as "Excellent" or "Try Again" will be given based on their 

pronunciation, and there will also be a phonetic writing guide to assist them in reading. 

In conclusion, ELSA Speak is a valuable tool for students learning English as a foreign 

language. It offers a structured approach to practicing pronunciation and provides personalized 

feedback to help improve their speaking abilities. By using ELSA Speak, students can enhance their 

pronunciation skills and become more confident in their English language proficiency. This tool not 

only helps students to improve their pronunciation but also boosts their overall language skills, 

making it an essential tool for English language learners. 
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